November 20, 2013

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I am again
on the floor today because our Nation
has failed to heed the warning of
George Washington, who told us to be-
ware of foreign entanglements.

We have lost over 4,474 Americans in
Iraq and 2,276 Americans in Afghani-
stan. In both of these wars combined,
46,720 of our servicemembers have been
wounded. Furthermore, the American
taxpayer is spending $10.45 million
every hour to pay for the cost of the
war in Afghanistan since 2001. Mr.
Speaker, let me repeat that. We are
spending $10.45 million an hour just to
pay for the money spent in Afghani-
stan since 2001. Despite these facts, we
are now entering into a long-term
agreement that, at best, is a failure—at
best is a failure.

It is with great disappointment that
I share an NBC article, entitled, ‘‘End-
less Afghanistan? United States-Af-
ghanistan Agreement Would Keep
Troops in Place and Funds Flowing
Perhaps Indefinitely”’—perhaps until
2024. I would like to read a short para-
graph and submit for the record a few
additional excerpts.

While many Americans have been led to
believe the war in Afghanistan will soon be
over, a draft of a key United States-Afghan
security deal obtained by NBC News shows
the United States is prepared to maintain
military outposts in Afghanistan for many
years to come, and pay to support hundreds
of thousands of Afghan security forces.

Mr. Speaker, George Washington was
right. Afghanistan is an impossible sit-
uation. History has proven that it is
impossible. The Bilateral Security
Agreement will only serve to endanger
American lives and squander tax-
payers’ money. I implore my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
join me in standing up for the Amer-
ican people in opposition to the signing
of this agreement.

Mr. Speaker, the President has the
constitutional right to enter into the
agreement. We have no oversight on
the agreement itself, but we can put a
resolution on the floor and let the Con-
gress debate and let the American peo-
ple know that we realize what we are
doing in Afghanistan, instead of con-
tinuing to pass budget bills to fund
Karzai.

Mr. Speaker, I have got a little post-
er here of Karzai. The man is a corrupt
leader. All he is doing is taking the
taxpayers’ money and becoming richer
and richer. Mr. Speaker, the funny and
sad thing about this in the poster—it is
a cartoon—there is a poor American
soldier standing behind Karzai, who is
at a money machine, and it says the
thoughts of the soldier:

I would like to make a quick withdrawal
from here.

To the American soldier, I am sorry
to say, if we don’t do our job in Con-
gress, you will be there until 2024.
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The American people need to call
their Members of Congress and say
that we do not accept this agreement
to keep our troops there until 2024. If
you can’t stop it, at least have a debate
on the floor of the House and pass a
resolution to say this is what the
American people want to see: no long-
term agreement with Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank God for
blessing our troops and blessing Amer-
ica.

EXCERPTS FOR THE RECORD FROM NBC NEWS
ARTICLE ‘“‘ENDLESS AFGHANISTAN? US-AF-
GHAN AGREEMENT WOULD KEEP TROOPS IN
PLACE AND FUNDS FLOWING, PERHAPS IN-
DEFINITELY”’

While many Americans have been led to
believe the war in Afghanistan will soon be
over, a draft of a key U.S.-Afghan security
deal obtained by NBC News shows the United
States is prepared to maintain military out-
posts in Afghanistan for many years to
come, and pay to support hundreds of thou-
sands of Afghan security forces.

The wide-ranging document, still unsigned
by the United States and Afghanistan, has
the potential to commit thousands of Amer-
ican troops to Afghanistan and spend billions
of U.S. taxpayer dollars.

The document outlines what appears to be
the start of a new, open-ended military com-
mitment in Afghanistan in the name of
training and continuing to fight al-Qaeda.
The war in Afghanistan doesn’t seem to be
ending, but renewed under new, scaled-down
U.S.-Afghan terms.

The deal, according to the text, would take
effect on Jan. 1, 2015 and ‘‘shall remain in
force until the end of 2024 and beyond.”’

The document doesn’t specifically say how
many U.S. and NATO troops would remain in
Afghanistan beyond 2014. Afghan officials
tell NBC News they hope it will be 10 to 15
thousand. U.S. officials tell NBC News the
number is closer to seven to eight thousand,
with an additional contribution from NATO.

Factoring in troop rotations, home leave,
and breaks between deployments, the service
of tens of thousands of American troops
would be required to maintain a force of
seven to eight thousand for a decade or
longer. The anticipated costs would likely
run into the billions quickly.

[T]he United States shall have an obliga-
tion to seek funds on a yearly basis to sup-
port the training, equipping, advising and
sustaining of the Afghan National Security
Forces (ANSF).

———
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I want
to share with you another letter I re-
ceived from a constituent about the Af-
fordable Care Act. He writes:

About 9 months ago, my wife was forced to
leave her job, in part because they wanted
her to travel to Boston twice a week and the
responsibilities to care for our daughter who
has cerebral palsy made that impossible. Our
health insurance was from her employment.

We went on to COBRA, which cost about
$1,400 per month. Waiting to have permanent
insurance that did not have a termination
date, we contacted Anthem Blue Cross for a
quote for private insurance.

We were told that my wife was uninsurable
for 10 years because she had been treated for
depression a few years ago when our daugh-
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ter was diagnosed with cerebral palsy and we
were told she would require spinal cord sur-
gery to possibly walk.

They then said, because of her condition,
the cost for only my daughter and I was al-
most $4,000 per month. The burden for the
last 6 months was overwhelming. Insurance
brokers informed us that only the Affordable
Health Care Act could help us.

Yesterday my wife signed up for health in-
surance for all of us. Due to our income, we
do not qualify for assistance and we were
never looking for any. All we wanted was af-
fordable insurance for my family. The policy
we selected will end up costing about what
our COBRA payment is, $1,400, depending on
how much deductible we end up using, which
is all we ever wanted.

I know the only reason our family is safe
is because of the President, who cares more
about people like us than the CEO of Anthem
Blue Cross or Aetna.

Mr. Speaker, I receive calls and let-
ters like this all the time. It is why I
worked so hard to pass the Affordable
Care Act in the first place.

This is a transformative piece of leg-
islation, a law that provides more secu-
rity for the middle class and a better,
healthy quality of life for the entire
community. It empowers patients and
doctors again and puts them, and not
insurers, back at the center of care. It
makes important, long-overdue re-
forms that most people just take as
common sense.

But for 3 years now, this House Re-
publican majority has been trying to
roll the clock back and bring back the
bad old days when insurance companies
could discriminate against people with
preexisting conditions, even children
with preexisting conditions, once
again. They want to see women pay
more for the same coverage than men,
be denied coverage because they sur-
vived breast cancer, were a victim of
domestic violence, or had a child by ce-
sarean section. They want to see small
businesses lose tax credits and seniors’
health care and drug costs continue to
rise at staggering rates.

But we are not going to go back. The
Affordable Care Act is already making
a profound difference for individuals
and families in need. It is time to stop
with the partisan political games and
let it work for families who desperately
need to have health care coverage and
insurance that they can’t afford.

————
EURASIAN SITUATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I want
to take this time to talk about some
European issues, especially in eastern
Europe.

First, I want to talk about the coun-
try of Belarus. Three years after the
brutal and bloody crackdown on peace-
ful demonstrators after the December
10 presidential elections, nine political
prisoners remain behind bars under de-
plorable conditions in Belarus. This in-
cludes Nikolai Statkevich, who ran
against Lukashenko in 2010; Ales
Bialiatski, the head of Viasna, a
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